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thren dwelling together in unity. Some new) prescribed in is word, for the bonor of his 
congregations have been formed 3 and several} name and the good of nis people. Let all pro- | 
ministers have been settled, with hopeful pros-;| fessing Christians walk worthy their high and i 
furnish the Editor at Northumberland, or the Printer at|! pects of usefulness. Our people seem to have! holy vocation, remembering that the kingdom 1 
Milion, with the names of their subscribers, and the ' participated in that missionary Zeal, which dis- of Christ ts not of this worlds Let parents de- 
ost offices or other places to which their papers are to ‘inguishes the present age. And we rejoice to|| vote their offspring to God tn baptisin, and ene 
ve sent. OP New Subscribers who may apply shortly can, notice the formation of societies, and auxiliary deavor, hy precep and exaiuiple, td train them 
iassociations for the purpose of sending the) up in the ways of wisdom and sobriety. We 
| messengers of grace, and the means of religious | earnestly recommenn the duty of family prayers 
‘instruction to the destitate and the ignorant.—|| connected with the daily reading of the Scrip- i 
SYNOD OF PHILADELPHIA. | We are gratified to find that in many places, tures. Antl we do alfectionately intreat the 
This Synod, composed of the Presbyteries efi great and laudable exertions are made to train rising generation to be mindful of their Greator 
Philadelphia, New Castle, Carlisle, Baltimore, | ap children and youth in the nurture and ad-|/in the days ef their youth. Vain amusements 
Huntingdon, and Northumberland, held their! monition of the Lord. tn some congregations | are dangerous snares to the young and inex pe- 
nual meeting in the City of Baltimore, on| We find there are several Bible Classes, com-|! rienced. ‘The fashion of this world passeth 
Wednesday, the 28th ult. and sat from day to} posed of young people, and in many instances, away. Religion claims your first and chief re- 
Jay until Satarday the 34st, when they adjourn- we remark, as evidences of their utility, a] gard; and you know who has said, « They 
ed to meet in Carlisle on Wednesday the 27th) rowing relish for the-word of truth, habits of] (hat search me carly shall find me.” 
October 4819. Much important business, high-} seriousness. and hopeful conversions to the liv-|; ‘Signed hy order of the Synod, | 
interesting to the churches, was transacted! ug God, ‘There have been frequent and stated | 2 | 
with great dispatch and unexampled unanimi- incetings of the children. for the purpose of; {. E. LATTA, Moderator. 
iy. A free conversation was held respecting catechising thein. and of commending them tel Raltimore Ort oy 181¢ 
P er . . ‘ > : More, Aycock. wil, 20s 
the state of Religion within the bounds of the | God by prayer, which we vegard as highly use- || 
Synod. which disclosed facts of much interes:. || ful) and commendable. How interesting the! Se ‘ 
\ norrative of the state of Religion was pre- fact, that many thousands of poor children are, || : 
eared, and ordered to be transmited to the se- |) Dy means of Sunday Schoois, taugiift to read the | ENDOWMENT OF 4 PROFESSORSHIV IN TARY 
veral churches under their care to be read from), Scriptures. and reverence the Sabbath! Let GENERAL ASSEMBLY S THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 
‘lie pulpits. | these efforts be»continued, and we may con-j| NARY, AT PRINCETON, 
Synod determined on taking measures for \fidently hope that they will be crowned with Whereas the General Assembly of our 
adowing ove of the Professorships in the Theo-| the Divine blessing, and be made the means of) church have cstablished a Theological Semina- 
gical Seminary, at Princeton, and adopted se. Saving many souls from death. ‘The distribu-/i py jn the borough of Princeton, in the state of 
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ion papers for the Religious Museum, are requested to 
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eral resolutions relative thereto. tion of Bibles and religions Tracts is, also, a) New Jersey, with a view to prepare young mer 
A communication was received from the | Well chosed and effective niode of promoting the! for the Gospel Ministry, which bids fair to be : 






























Board of Directors of the African Theological. good of mankind and the interests of piety.—' extensively useful, if the means can be obtained 
‘ustitution, under the care of the Synod of New | Prati is the basis ol genuine religion; and a carry its objects into effect : 
York and New Jersey. soliciting the Synod to Bibie, or even a Pract may preach the une | Resélved ist. That thia- Srnod will taken wes 
ncur with that Synod, and the Synods of Alba- searchable riches of Christ in places and to! eects ‘3 iad ons vallieiaiahd in said anni ' 
y, Geneya and Pittsbarg, in supporting and | persons wholly inaccessible to the living mis- | oaiie ho vn PE gen te af “aad * \ 
ivecting said Institation. A select committee, |Slanary. In reference to this apace of then! other me of the church to endow tl t! “a 
onsisting of the Rev. Dre Janeway, Mr. Ma_ || vork of faith and labor of love, we are war-| rofessorst i 3 . pian 
svaw, Mr. Moody, Mr. Smith, Mr. Coulter, ;ranted, by the cxperience of years, to say to! P in ee a ce 
ud Mr. Caldwell, an Elder, to whom this com- Our people. «* Be not weary tn well doing ; for,) 2dly. That it be and it is hereby carnestiy 








sunication had been referred, reported seve- an due season, ye shall TECD, if ye faint not.” | recommended to the chureh sessions connected é 4 
val resolutions on the subject. which were una-|| Jn concluding this concise narrative, the Sy-: with this Synod, to endeavor te raise annually, 
| : for this purpose, such sums as may in their 


imously adopted. nod cannot forbear exhorting the Ministers,} 
By order of Synod, these several documents| Elders and people in their connexion, to a sted- 
re how published in the Museum.] fast adherence to the doctrines, disciplines and 
\ecclesiastical government and usages of our) ,., pt on Ot 
| church. Repicisity, in regard to the person,) de a. FOR AY RG SE ON: 
VARHATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION. || mediatorial character, and work of our blessed | CMPUShed. aa 
in reviewing the events of the past year,|| Redeemer, dear brethren, let no man deceive) 3dly. ‘That all monies obtained for the above 
ve have reason for thankfulness to the Divine} you. Sensible of your weakness, your depra- purpose in the congregations ander the juris- 
Giver of every good and perfect gift. Our con-;| vity and guilt, embrace the Lord Jesus, as your ‘diction of this Synod, be paid when collected, 
sregations have not indeed, been favored with] righteousness, your strepgth, and the propitia-| Into the hands of Mr Isaac Snowden, Treasu- 
my very spectal revivals of religion; yet, we!/tion for your sins. ‘That we have redemption, rer of the Assembly, accompanied with infor- 
iclieve, the cause of truth and righteousness | through his blood, is the sum and substance,— | Mation that they have been raised for the pur- 
as been gradually advancing towards that/|the glory and distinguishing excellence of the! pose of endowing one professorship in the 
appy consummation, Clearly intimated in the/! gospel. And while you confide in his grace, be Pheological Seminary. 
vord of prophecy whon the carth shall be filled} careful to‘adorn his doctrine by a holy life, a Baltimore, Oct. 31, 1818. 
with the knowledge of the Lord, and when no- life of fervent devotion, and active benevolence, 
‘ing shall hurt or destroy in all God’s holy || Let ministers preach the truth as itis in Jesus,|! It is understood hat the Synods of New 
: mountains Many have been added to our com-|/ faithfully and plainly, and guard the purity of) York and New Jersey, and of Albany, will take 
yunion, and the churches, with few exceptions, | the church by a firm and impartial maintenance! measures for the endowment of two other Pre 
ive exhibited the inveresting spectacie of bre." of that discipline, which God our Saviour has’ fessorships in this Seminary.— Ed. 


judgment suit the circumstances of their res~ 
| pective congregations, and report thereon to 
their presbyteries and the presbytcries to Sy nodg 
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\FRiCAN THEOLOGICAL INSTITVUTLIIN, NEAR 
NEW-YORK. 

Resolutions of the Synod of Philadelphia, in regard 

to the African Theological Institution under the 


re of the Synod of New York and New Jersey. 


Resolved ist, That this Synod highly ap- 
ove of the object contemplated inthe propo- 





sition of the Board, and think that measures 
ought to be taken for raising and qualifying a 
ministry for the instractien of the Africans an 
their descendants im this country, and for 
spreadimg the gospel in Africa when Divine 
Providence shall prepare the way. 

2d. ‘That a committee of 3 ministers and 3 
elders be appointed by this Synod te meet the 
committees that may be appointed by other Sy- 
nods, at New York, on the Tuesday that pre 
cedes the second Thursday in May next. 








od. Phot this commitice be instructed to pro- | 


hose 


. 2) eee | 
thatthe Board shall consist of S ministers! 


and Seldere. instead of 6 winisters and 6 elders, | Remember, Christians, that the Lord, in rais- 


from cack Synod. 
4th, "Phat they be instructed to propose in! 
relation to all persons to be employed in com-| 


of Idolatry and Delusion loudly and affectingly 


adequately supply the exigencies of Paganism. 








municating Pheological instruction to the Afri- 
cya pupils, that they come under the promise 
ni cngagement prescribed to the ‘Theological 
rofessors in onr Seminary, conteined in Art. 
j sd. of tie Plan of the Theological Semi- | 
Hany. 
sth. Phat Win, Neill, D. D. and Messrs. | 
George Dufficld and Elias Harrison, ministers, | 
and M sss. Alexander Henry, Robert M*Maul-| 
lin and Rebert MeChord, elders, be appointed | 
the commiltce coutemplated in the above reso. | 
Matiane | 
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more, Oct, 31,1818. 
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EDUCATION SOCLETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Qn the adjournment of the Synod of Phila- 
deiphia, several members, residing in this 
State, held a consultation respecting the forma- 
tion of a society for educating poor and pious 
vonths inclined to devote themselves to the 
work of the holy ministry. The importance 
of such aninstitation was felt by all. Its fea- 
ibility must be tested by actual experiment.— 
‘The Rey. Jacob J. Janeway. D. D. William 
Neill. D. DB. aud Mr. James Patterson, were 
appginted a commiftee to mature a plan for the! 
organiz? ‘ion of sucha society 3; and the Editor) 
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| 
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of this paper was requested to announce to the 
religious public this preliminary measure. 
Nieligious!y devoted to the interests of the 
edeemer’s kingdom, and heartily desiring and 
praying for the presperity of Zion, the Editor 
cheerfully tulfils the wishes of his Fathers and 
‘ethren, jn laying this truly important mat- 
‘ before his readers, zealously intreating them 
to foster this contemplated Institution, destined 
to exert an influence highly auspicious to the 
church of the Lerd Jesus Christ, and exceed 
ingly propitious to the happiness of civil®So- 
clety. 

‘These measures cannot but strike our serious 
readers as possessing a Character deeply im- 
posing. 
so signally preparing the way for ushering in 
the bright day of millenial glory,—the aspect of 
Christ’s church more and more continually in- 
creasing in her purity, her beauty and her gio- 
ry.—the Sun of Righteousness rising witb heal- 
ing under his wing and darting his beneficent, 
consoling, and saving beams of light and of 
neat to the remotest corners of the habitable 

“lobe, should be regarded as so many voices 


“ 
‘ 





The operations of divine providence 


| 78% 





j wilh your loins girded and your lamps burning,|\ trom a statement which lately appeared in th 


wuiling for the coming of your Lord :? stand in| Boston Recorder taken from the Christian Ob 


a waiting, active posture, ready to undertake 
any service for the glory of God your Saviour,| 
and the good of immortal souls! ‘a he harvest 
truly is great but the laborers ar@few.” Be- 
sides the immense “felds, ready for the sickle, 
inJands called Christian, the almost boundless 
regions of the earth blighted with the mildew 


eall for a host,of cultivators in.the Lord’s vine- 
yard. Thirty thousand missionaries would not 


Remember, Christians, that *¢ the redemption « 
the soul is precious,’? and that without the know- 
ledge of Christ ++ it ceaseth forever ’? Remem- 
ber, Christians, that not only are you bound 


that, to a certain extent, every man is his bro- 
ther*s keeper. Remember, Christians, the Lord’s 
command, *¢ freely ye have received, freely give.” 


ing up, qualifying, and sending forth able and 
faithful and successful ministers of the Gospel, 
missionaries of the Cross, uses not simply the 
idic wishes and feeble petitions of his people, 
but a portion of their worldly substance which 
he puts in requisition. Ed. Museum. 
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For the Religious Museum. 
PLITCAIRN’S ISLAND. 


The true situation of this Island is found to] 


be 25. 4. south latitude, and 150. 25. west 
longitude. It was visited tn the year 1808 by 
Capiain Mayhew Folger, of the American ship 


Staines and Pipon, of the British naval vessels 
Briton and Tagus. It has been generally sup- 
posed to be uninhabited. ‘This is not the case. 
It was taken possession of in 1789 hpa part of 
the mutinous crew of. the British ship Bounty, 
taken out of the hands of the Commander Lt. 
Wm. Bligh, who in company with 18 of the 
crew, was put into the launch and committed to 
the great deep, and was finally saved after hay- 
ing sailed 1200 leagues. Fletcher Christian 
the head man amongst the mutineers, with $8 
others, leaving 16 of their companions in Ma- 
tavai, in Otaheite, put to sea in the night be- 
tween the 20th and the 21st of September, with 
the avowed design of establishing themselves 
in some uninhabited Island. ‘They took with 
them 12 Otaheitan women, and 6 men servants. 
All inquiries after them proved fruitless, tho’ 
1% of the 16 whom they left at Matavai were 
taken to England and 6 of them hanged.— 
Nothing was heard of them in England during 
the space of 20 years. Captain Folger receiv- 
ed from Alexander Smith, called by Captain 
Staines John Adams, an azimuth compass, 
which he sent to the Lords of the Admiralty in 
Engiand. ‘This compass formerly belonged to 
the Bounty. ‘The O‘aheitan men servants made 
insurrection and killed allthe Englishmen but 
Adams, who was severely wounded. ‘The Ota- 
heitan widows rose and put to death the mur- 
derers of their husbands. Five of the women 
have died, so that John Adams and seven of the 
women are the only survivors of the original 
settlers. ‘The Island is said to be undoubtedly 
that called Pitcairn’s, though erroneously laid 
down in the charts. . The inhabitants, with the 
exception of the 8 before mentioned, are de- 
scendants of the English settlers audtheir Ota- 
heitan wives, whom they brought from Mata- 
vai. They all speak both the English and the 
Otaheitan languages. 

»Having stated these facts obtained from the 





Topaz, and again in 1814 by Captains Sir T.} 


} ° al > 
| server for 1815, we now give some further ac. 


count of the Island avd people in the language e} 


The Christian Observer. 
‘¢ As the real position of the island was ascer. 
tained to be so far distant from that in whic), 
it is usually laid down in the charts, and as the 
captains of the Briton and ‘Fagus seem to have 
still considered it as uninhabited, they were not 
a little surprized, omapproaching its shores, to 
behold plantations reguiarly laid out, and huts 
or houses more neatly constructed than those 
on the Marquesas Islands. Whien about two 
|miles from the shorc, some natives were obser- 


| 





ved bringing down their canoes on their shoul- 
ito attend to the salvation of your own souls, but| 


ders, dashing through a heavy surf, and pad- 
dling off to the ships; but their astonishment 
was unbounded on hearing one of them, on ap- 
preaching the ship, call out in the English lan- 
guaga, * Won’t you heave us a rope, now ?” 
The first man who got on board the Briton soon 
proved who they were. His name, he said, 
was Thursday October Christian, the first born 
on the island. He wes then about five an? 
twenty years of age, and is described as a fine 
young man, about six feet high; his hair dee; 
black ; his countenance open and interesting ; 
of a brownish cast, but free from that mixture 
of a reddish tint which prevails in the Pacific 
{slands: his only dress was a piece of cloth a- 
round his loins, and a straw hat ornamented 
with the black feathers of the domestic fowl. 
\§ With a great share of good humor,’ says Cap- 
tain Pipon, ¢ we were glad_to trace in his bene- 
volent countenance all the features of an honest 
English face. ‘1 must confess,’ he continues, 
‘I could not survey this interesting person 
without fealings of tenderness and compassion.’ 
His companion was named George Young, a 
fine youth of seventeen or eighteen years of age. 

If the astonishment of the Captains was great 

on hearing their first salutation in English, 
their surprise and interest was not a little in- 
creased on Sir Thomas Stainet taking the 
‘youths below, and setting before them some- 
| thing to eat when one of them rosc up, and pla- 
‘Cing his hands together in a posiure of devo- 
tion, distinctly repeated, and in a pleasing tone 
,and manner, ‘For what we are going to re- 
iceive, the Lord make us truly thankful.’ 
They expressed great surprise on seeing a 
cow on board the Briton, and were in great 
dout whether she was a great goat, or a horned 
sow. 

‘The two captains of his majesty’s ships ac- 
companied these young men on shore. With 
some difficulty and a good wetting, and with 
the assistance of their conductors, they accom- 
plished a landing through the surf; and were 
soon after met by John Adams, a man between 
fifty and sixty years of age, who conducted them 
to his house. His wife accompanied him—a 
very old Jady, blind with age. He was at first 
alarmed lest the visit was to apprehend him; 
but on being told that they were perfectly ignor- 
ant of his existence, he was relieved from _ his 
anxiety. Being once assured that this visit 
was of a peaceable nature, it is impossible to 
describe the joy these poor people manifested 
on seeing those whom they were pleased to con- 
sider as their countrymen. Yams, cocoa-nuts, 
and other fruits, with fine fresh eggs, were laid 
before them ; and the old man woald have killed 
and dressed a hog for his visiters, but time 
| would not allow them to partake of his intended 
‘feast. 























from Tfeaven calling upon Zion’s sons, * stand 











letters of Gaptains Folger and Staines, and 


/ ‘This interesting new colony, it scemed, now 








cousisted of about forty-six persons, mostly 
crown up young people, besides a number of 
iifants. ‘he young men, all born on the island, 
were very athletic, and of the finest forms, their 
ountenances open and pleasing, indicating 
vuch benevolence and goodness of heart: but 
he young women were objects of particular ad- 
nitration, tall, robust, and beautifully formed, 
aeir faces beaming with smiles and unrufiled 
rood humor, bat wearing a degree of modesty 


ind bashfautness. that would do honor to the! 


most Sivtuous nation on earth ; their teeth, like 
ivory, were regular and beautiful, without a 
single exception; and all of them, both male 
and female, had the most marked Eeglish fea- 
tures. "The clothing of the young females con- 
isted of a piece of linen’ reaching from the 
waist to the Knees, and generally a sort of man- 
He thrown loosely over the shoulders, aud 
hanging as low as the ankles; but this cover- 
ing appeared to be intended chiefly asa protec- 
‘ton against the sun and the weather, as it was 
frequently laid aside—and then the upper part! 
of the body was entirely exposed 3 and it is not! 





nossible to conceive more beautifol forms than |! Also when the stores of oge family were low, 
hey exhibited, ‘Phey sometimes wreathe caps |/or wholly expended, a fresh supply was raised 
or bonnets tor the head in the most tasty Oban | trom another, or out of the general stock, to 
ner, to protect the face from the rays of the|! be repaid wien circumstances were more favor- 
jable: allof which was carefully noted down 


m3 and though, as Captain Pipon observes, 
y have only bad the inst. uction of their Ota- 
citanm mothers, eur dress makers in London 
sould be detighted with the simplicity, and yet 
legant taste of these untaaght females. 
vative modesty, assisted by a proper sense of 
iciow and morality instilled taio their youth. | 
Saibids by John Adams, has hitherto preser- 
ed these 
ad tree from all Kinds of debauchery.  Adains) 
the visiters, that since Cliristian’s 
ieath, there had not been a single instance of 
inv yollog woman proving unchaste 3 nor any 
attempt at seduction on the part of the men. 
‘They all labor while young In the cultivation 
i the ground ; and when possessed of a suffi- 
‘ient quantity of cleared land. and of stock to 
maintain a family, they are allowed to marry, 
gut always withethe cousent of Adams, who u-| 
nites them by a sort of marriage ceremony of 


mS 
ra 





| 
sured 


OoOWile . 
‘Che greatest harmony prevailed in this little 
society 5 their only quarrels, and these rarely 
appeaed, being, according to their own expres- 
jjion, quarrels of the mouth. ‘They are fonest 
n their dealings, which consist of bartering; 
‘fiferent articles for tnutual accommodation.— 
Cheir habitations are extremely neat. ‘The 
its village of Pitcairn forms a pretty square: 
aut houses at the upper end of which ave occu- 
ried by the Patriarch, John Adams, and his 
‘amily, Consisting of his old blind wife, and 
iree daughters from fifteen to eighteen years 
fage, and a boy of eleven; a daughter <f his 
vife by a former husband, and a séh-in-law. 
Jn the opposite side is the dwelling «é Tharsday 
Jctober Christian; and in the ?Centre 1s a 
smoothe verdant lawn, onwhict the poultry are 
‘et loose, fenced in so as to prevent the intru- 
sion of the domestic quadrupeds. 
All that was done wxs obviously undertaken 


heir) 


‘ 
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~~ ere 


- ti rect] ito pray every morning at sun-rise, and they 
ao (¥ »,)7 2 oy »¢* : “surge , = 
Interesting people perkectly Caasics) frequently repeated the Lord’s prayer and the 


—- 


‘his own reckoning, she having also approached 


i ae ol 


younger part of the sex are, as before stated, | 
employed with their brethers, under the direc-, 
tion of their common father, Adams, in the cul- | 
ture of the ground, which produced cocoa-nuts, 
bananas, the bread fruittree, yams, sweet po- 
tatoes, and turnips. ‘They have also plenty of 
hogs and goats. The woods abound witha spe- 
cies of wild hog, and the coasts ofthe island 
with several kinds of good fish. 

Their agricaltural implements are made by 
themselves from the iron supplied by the boun- 
ty. which with great labor they beat out 
into spades, hatches, crows, &c. ‘This was not 
all. The good old man kept a regular journal, 
in which was entered the natare and quantity 
ot work performed by each family, what each 
had received, and what was due on account. 
Tlicre was, besides private property, a sort of 
general stock, out of which articles were issued 
on account, to the several members of the com- 
munity ; and for mutual accommodation, ex- 
Changes of one kind of provision for another 
were very frequent,—as salt for fresh provis- 
ions, Vegetables and fruit for poultry. fish, &c. 


in Jobn Adan’s journal. 





Sutwhatwas mest gratifying of all to the 
visifers, was the shaple and unaffected manner 
in Which they returned thanks to the Almighty 
forthe many blessings they enjoyed. They 
ever failed to say grace before and after meals, 


Creed. 

It istruly pleasing, says capiain Pipon, to 
see these poor people so well disposed to listen 
so attentively to moral instruction, to believe 
in the attributes of God. andto place their reli- 
ance on divine goodness. ‘The day on which 
the two captains landed, was Saturday the 47th 
of September ; but by John Adam’s account 
it was Sunday the 48th, and they were keeping 
the Sabbath, by making ita day of rest and of 
prayer. This was occasioned by the bounty 
having proceeded thither by the eastern ronte, 
and our frigates having gone to the westward ; 
andthe Topaz found them right according to 


‘the island from the eastward. Every ship 
from Europe, proceeding to Pitcairn’s Island 
round the Cape of Good Hope, will find them 
a day later—as those who approach them 
round Cape Horn a day in advance, as was the 
case with captains Folger and the captains Sir 
S. Staines and Pipon. 


The visit of the ‘Topaz is of course, as a 
notable circumstance, marked down in John 
Adams’s journal. The first ship that appeared 
off the island was on the 27th Dec. 1795: but 
fas she did not approach the laud, they could not 
make out to what nation she belonged. A se- 
cond appeared sometime after, but did not at- 














sna settled plan, unlike to any thing to be met 
vith on the otherislands. In their houses, too, 
hey nad a good deal of decent furnitare, con 





sisting of beds laid on bedsteads, with neat cov- 
ering. They had alse tables, and large chests 
to contain their valuables and clothing, which 
‘Stade from the bark of a certain tree, prepa- 
red chiefly by the elder Otahetian females. Ad- 
im’s house consisted of two rooms, and the 
windows had shutters to pull to at night.—The 





bitations, but did not attempt to senda boat on 
shore; which is the less surprising, consider- 
ing the uniform ruggedness of the coast, the 
total want of shelter, and the almost constant 
and violent breaking of the sea against the 
cliffs. The good old man was anxious to know 





what was going on in the old world, and they 
had the means of gratifying his curiosity by 
supplying him with some magazines and mo- 











books that belonged to Admiral Bligh; but the 
visitors had not time to inspect them. 


John Adams declared, as it was natural 
enough he should de, his abhorrence of the 
crime tn which be was implicatec, cod said toat 
he was sick at the time in his hammmoc!:. Uuisy, 
we understand is not true, though Le was not 
particularly active inthe mutiny. Ue expres- 
sed the utmost willingness to surrender hime 
self and be taken to England; incced, he ra- 
ther seemed to have an inclination to revisit his 
native country; but the young men and wo- 
men flocked round him, and with tears and en- 
treaties begged that their father and protector 
might not be taken from thera, for without him 
they must all perish. [i would have been an 
act of the greatest inhumanity to remove him 
from the island; and it is hardly necessary to 
add, that Sir Thomas Staines lent a willing 
ear to their entreaties 5 thinking, no doubt, as 
we feel strongly disposed to think, that if he 
were even among the most guilty, '.'s care and 
success in instilling religions and moral princi- 
ples into the minds of this young und tnterest- 
ing society have, in a great degree, redeemed 
his former crimes. 


This island is about six miles long by three 
broad, covered with wood, and the soff of course 


very rich; sitnated under the parallel of 25 S. 
‘latitude. and in the midst of such a wide ex- 


panse of ocean, the climate must be fie and ad 

mirably adapted for the reception of all the ve- 
getable productions of every part of the habi- 
table globe. Small, therefore, as Pitcairn’s 
Island may appear, there can be little doubt 
that it is capable of supporting many Inhabi- 
tants; and the present stock being of so good 


|a description, we trust they will not be neglect- 


ed. In the course of time, the Patriarch must 
go hence; and we think it would be exceed- 
ingly desirable that the British nation should 
provide for such anevent by sending out some 
zealous and intelligent instructor, together with 
a few persons capable of teaching the useful 
trades or professions. On Pitcairn’s island 
there are better materials to work upon than 
missionaries have yet been so fortunate as to 
icet with, and the best results may reasonably 
be expected. Something we are bound to do 
for these blameless and interesting people. ‘The 
articles recommended by Captain Pipon appear 
to be bighly preper; cooking utensils, imple- 
ments of agriculture, maize or the Indian corn, 
the orange tree from Valparaiso, a most gratec- 
ful fruit in a warm climate, and not known in 
the Pacific Islands ; and that root of plenty, not 
of poverty as a wretched scribbler has called 
it, the Potatoe; Bibles, prayer-bouks, and a 
proper selection of other books, with paper, 
and other implements of writing. ‘The visitors 
supplied them with some tools, kettles, and oth- 





tempt to communicate withthem. A third came. 
sufficiently near to see the natives and their ha- 


er articles, such as the high surf would permit 
them to land, but to no great extent: many 
things are still wanting for their ease and cem- 
fort. ‘The descendants of these people, vy keep- 
ing up the Otaheitan language, which the pre- 
sent race speak fluently, might be the means of 
civilizing the multitudes of fine peopie scatter- 
ed over the innumerable islands of the Great 
‘Pacific. We have only to add, that Pitcairn’s 
Island scems to be so fortified by nature as to 
oppose an invincible barrier to an invading ene- 
my ; there is no spot apparently where a boat 
ican Jand with safety, and, perhaps, not more 
than one where it can Jand at all; an everlast- 
ing swell of the ocean rolls in on every side, and 
breaks into foam against its rocky and iron- 





dern publications. His library consisted of the 





bound shores.” 
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fF Rie London Missionary Society have sent 
outto this Island a present of Bibles, Prayer 
Books, Spelling Books, &c. accompanied by a 
letter to John Adams, ** expressing the good 
will of the Society towards them, and their 
hope that they shall be enabled to send them a 
missionary, to instract them in the knowledge 
of the gospel.’’ 

‘Yo usit appears that of the innumerable in- 
teresting and extraordinary openings in Pro- 
vidence of late, for the success of Missionaries 
in spreading the knowledge of the gospel a- 
inongst the Heathen, none presents fairer pros- 
pects than that which the state of Pitcairn’s 
Island affords. ‘To the formation of this opi- 
bion various circumstances have contributed. 
We shall not now detail them. We conclude 
this article by saying that so strong is our con- 
viction of the vast influence, which this disco- 
very is destined to exert upon the saccess of 
inissionary labors amongst the Heathen of the 
fsies of the great sea, that, (if we could see our 
way clear,) we should esteem it a signal honor 
pat upon us by our covenant keeping God, to 
be permitted to lead the way in preaching the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to the simple in- 
Labitants of Pitcairn’s Island. ] 





od 
BIBLICAL CRITICISM, 
From the Port Folio. 
Mr. Oldsehool.....Yo introduce a reader into 
the midst of a discourse, or argument, is but to 
appeal to his credulity ; aaless he has already 
possessed a knowledge of the subject, and is 
prepared for the conclusion. This paper is to 


be devoted to a conjecture upon the probable | 


interpretation of a part of the eighth chapter of 
the Epistle to the Romans. The things there 


afirmed will be no more credible to these of |; 


your readers, Who have never examined the 


authority of the book, from which they are to | 


be derived, thanthe idle stories which you late- 
ly told and ridiculed concerning ghosts. ‘The 
resurrection of dead bodies, which we imagine 
was the subject treated of, from the 19th verse 
to the 25d, is perhaps capable of proof but in 
two ways, either by matter of fact, or the word 
if the Deity himself. 


We cautiously use the 


[80°] 


whoie person. ‘The term translated carnest ex | 
pectation, radically denoting the reaching up of 
the head, well represents the eagerness of sen- 
sitive nature after higher gratifications. 

As the division into verses rests upon no au- 
thority, and is sometimes an obstraction to the 
clear discovery of the sense, we may, as many 
have done, take the words in hope out of verse 
20, and place them in that which follows, and 
consider the residue of verse 20, as a parenthe- 
‘sis, which may be omitted, being merely inci- 

dental, and exegetical. | 

The word Ott which follows in hope, does not | 
always denote that the reason of that, which has 
been asserted, is immediately to follow; it is 
used also as an introduction to something ex- 
planatory, or declarative. Thus itis twice ren- 
dered by the conjunction that inch x. ver. 9— 
‘the word of faith which we preach, that if) 
thou shalt confess,” &c.—* and shalt believe | 
in thy heart, that God hath raised,” &c. In| 
like manner it may be rendered in this passage, | 
in hope, that, sc. i 
| Upon these principles the passage may be_ 
thus understood : 

Ver. 19. For the earnest expectation of the 

creature, the covetting, but disappointed appe- 

‘tite of the animal nature in man, which has 

i never found a happiness in cloyivg gratifica- 
_tions, commensurate with ifs desires, waileth, 
looks in anxious expectation, for the manifesta- 

tion of the sons of God, for more happy circum- 

stances, when it shall be raised incorruptible, 

and immortal, a joint-heir (verse 17) in glory 

with Christ. 

21. [t waiteth im what may be denominated | 
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tnrenewed of all nations. and ages, thus suffe: 


both for its prevention and punishment; bu: 
| ourselves also, who have the first fruits of the 
spirit, who by spiritual regeneration, an eac- 


_ over miseries arising from bodily pains, remain- 


| thumberland Missionary Society. 





| by analogy to mental action, a hope that the crea-— 
lure itself, that the animal or corporeal part of | 
the saint, also, as well as the soul, which is 
more immediately the subject of renovating 
‘grace, shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, from its subjugation to sense, and | 
from the chains of death, into the glorious Ii- 
berty of the children of God, into the posses- 
sion of the liberties, and privileges of that 
state, which awaits the redecmed in glory. 
20. For this argument receives additional | 
| weight from the circumstance, that the crea- 
ture was made subject to vapity, not willingly; 
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natural, from the introduction of moral evil, 


nest, or pledge of future glory, are enabled to 
believe, know, love, and rejoice in revealed 
truth, even we ourselves, who enjoy important 
consolations, which are not known to others, 
do nevertheless groan within ourselves, sizh 


ing sensuality, and disappointed expectations; 
and are waiting for the adoption, not that, 
which was before spoken of in ver. 16, where- 
by we are received, even in this life, into the 
nunber of the spiritual seed, and made heirs 
of the covenant blessings; but for the redemp- 
tion of our body, the total and final emancipa- 
tion of our animal part from all subjugation te 
sensual appetites, aud for a deliverance fron, 
all miseries incident to our bodily state by rea- 
son of sin, and from death; when these bodies, 
after they shall bave sunk dishonorably, for 
guilt, into the silent and loathsome grave, shat! 
be raised, spiritual, incorruptible, and immor- 


tal. W. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND FEMALE 
SOCIATION, 

A society under this name has been recentl) 
wganized in the town of Northumberland, 
which is designed to be auxiliary to the Nor- 
It is at pre- 
sent composed of about forty females. Thus 
have the Jadies of that town furnished another 


proof of their distinguished zeal for the ad- 
vancement of Christ’s kingdom. 


MISSIONARY AS. 
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MIL'TON FEMALE TRACT SOCIETY. 






The ladies of this place have lately formed a 
‘Tract Society, and have procured for distri- 
bution seven hundred religious tracts on diffe- 
rent subjects. ‘Thus are they runniwg the no- 
ble race of Christian charity, and emulating 
their sisters the daughters of Zion, in othe: 
parts o: our highly favored country. 












word perhaps. because chymists. physiologists, 
and physicians now vie with each other in their 
numerous lectures on animal lifes and from | 
their boasted, but sparingly proved, success In 
resuscitating cold-blooded animals, they seem 
to entertain the hope of discovering some gas, 
not yet denominated the original breath of life, 
which shall stimulate the dead carcass to the ex- 
ercise of vital functions. 
‘The writer of the letter to the Romans, goes 
upon the supposition, that his readers had 
heard, weighed. and believed the evidexce of the 
resurrection of Christ, a conviction rarely 
ceemed important to the modern readers of his 
writings. Building upon the hypothesis of the 
possibility of raising the dead, he aims to con- | 
vince them, that after their persecutions, their | 
hodies, which have saffered, shall be raised al- 
so to like honor. 
This appears from his expressions ¢¢ reveal- 
edin us 5” (ver. 18)—* delivered from the bon- 














that this vain, and illusory pursuit of bappiness | 
from sensible objects, did not spring from the | 
culpable desire of the animal appetitite for pro- | 
hibited food, but from that pride of knowledge, | 
which was peculiar to the mind; so that the | 
animal part of man, being a constituent of his 
whole person, who represented the bumar race, 
was abandoned to the vain pursuit ef Sa ppi: 
from sense, by reason of him vy.’ 

ed it; by the guilt of that man, wae vi 
the stock; or by the righteous judgme.: ~ 
Creator, who had suspended human happ: 
upon the condition of the allegiance of the pa- 
rental head. 


ia 


‘ ; 


additional probability from our bodily suffer- 








ings; for we, who have been enlightened by 
evangelical instruction, know, by reflecting on 
our past, as welt as our preseut experience, 
and by observations made on others, that the 
whole creation, the whole of animal nature in 





dage of corruption 5” (ver. 21) and «the re- 
It is also de- 


the unrenewed of all nations, and ages, groan- 
eth together, is subjected, without exception, to 





demption of the body,” ver. 23. 


ducible from the word, which our translators 
have rendered creature in ver. 19, 20, 21, and 
creation in ver. 22. Kiisis is sometimes used to 
express the human race, but imports that 
which is created ; and so, even more fitly ex- 





natural evils; and travaileth in pain together 
until. now; instead of the happiness expected 


sensations the most acutely painful, succced. 





presses the animal nature of man, than his 
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religious tracts were daily issued from the de 
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formed, 


22. The redemption of the body receives also | 


from gratification, the appetite is cloyed, or | 
'rendered insatiable; and disappointment, and | 


23. And not only do the- mortal bodies of the ‘Tand, 
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PHILADELPHIA TRACT SOCIETY. 












A gentleman well known for his devotion te 
ithe interests of this Society, informed the Sy- 
nod of Philadelphia at their late meeting, thai 
on an average eight hundred, or a thousand 











pository. 
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The Ecitor of this paper was in October in 
the Rev. Nathaniel R. Snowden. 














' that! -on in the course of 3 months, 
, BB ACC ‘uandred persons to the com- 

Murics y organized churches at 
| Millersvow Liverpool, in Cumberland 
| county. 
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